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was called upon to compare his own arduous perform-
ance, not with those of other individuals, (in which
case his inflexible regard to truth would have been
violated, had he affected diffidence,) but with specula-
tive perfection; as he, who can outstrip all his competi-
tors in the race, may yet be sensible of his deficiency
when he runs against time. Well might he say, that
'the English Dictionary was written with little assis-
tance of the learned,* for he told me, that the only aid
which he received was a paper containing twenty
etymologies, sent to him by a person then unknown,
who he was afterwards informed was Dr, Pearce,
Bishop of Eochester. The etymologies, though they
exhibit learning and judgment, are not, I think, entitled
to the first praise amongst the various parts of this
immense work. The definitions have always appeared
to me such astonishing proofs of acuteness of intellect
and precision of language, as indicate a genius of the
highest rank. This it is which marks the superior
excellence of Johnson's Dictionary over others equally
or even more voluminous, and must have made it a
work of much greater mental labour than mere Lexi-
cons, or Word-books, as the Dutch call them. They, who
will make the experiment of trying how they can define
a few words of whatever nature, will soon be satisfied
of the unquestionable justice of this observation, which
I can assure my readers is founded upon much study,
and upon communication with more minds than my
own.
A few of his definitions must be admitted to be
erroneous. Thus, Windwardand Leeward^ though direct-
ly of opposite meaning, are defined identically the
same way; as to which inconsiderable specks it is
enough to observe, that his Preface announces that he